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SERMON 


PASS 


OF OUR 


Bleſled Saviour: 


PREACHED 


At Guild-Hall Chappel on Good Friday, 
the 13 day of April, 1677. 


By ISAAC BARROW D.D. late Chaplain in 
Ordinary to His Majeſty, and Maſter of 
Trinitz-Colledge in Cambridee. 
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Paſſion of our Bleſſed Saviour. 


Phil. 2. 8. 


-——And being found in faſhion as a man, he humbled 
himſelf, and became obedient unto death, even 
the death of the croſs. 


(p-278-) 
9. (p-393-) 


I 
amity of God ( the chicf of all goods, the fountain of all 7 
happineſs) and had incurred his diſpleaſure (the greateſt © 
of all evils, the foundation of all miſcry : ) 

When poor man, having deſerted his natural Lord and 1-:n. 3. 33,34 
Prote&or, other Lords had got dominion over hin, to that he «; 25, 13, 
was captivated by the foul, malicious, cruel Spirits, =_ Ir: 3+ 8 
B Enilav= 


5, 


$3 
3. © 


Een. 4+ 7+ 


Sth. 2. 17+ 
Irtn. $..16.. 


vatS in mw 
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e512 by wicked works 
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A- Sermon upon the Paſſion 


enſlaved to his. own vain mind, ta vile luſts, to wild 


paſſions: 


When, according to an eternal'rule of juſtice, that ſm 
deſerveth puniſhment, and by an expreſs Law, wherein 
death was enacted to the tranſgreſſors of Gods command, 
the root of our ſtock, and conſequentially all its branch- 
es ſtood adjudged to utter deſtruction : . 

When, according ta. St. Parl's expreſſions, all the World 
waz become guilty before God (or fubjected to Gods Judg- 

3 ) all men ( Jews and Gentiles ) were under fin, under 
condemnation, under the curſe 5 all men were concluded into 
diſobedience, and ſhut up together (as cloſe Priſoners) »nder 
fin ; all men had ſinned, and come ſhort of the glory of God , 
Death had paſſed over all, hbecanſe all had ſinned: : 

When, for us, being ay ſo wretchtd'a condi- 
tion, no viſible remedy did appear, no poſſible redreſs 
could be obtained here below; for what means could we 
have of recovering Gods favour, who were apt perpetu- 
ally to contra@t new, debts and \guilts, but not able to 
diſcharge any old ſcores? what capacity of mind or will 
bad we to entertain mercy, who were no lefs ſtubbornly 
perveiſe and abdurate in our crimes, than ignorant or in- 
firm? How could we be reconciled unto Heaven, who 
had an innate antipathy to God and goodnels ; | fr ( ac- 
cording to our natural ſtate, and ſecluding evangelical 
grace.) reigning, in our mortal bodies ; 10 good thing .dwel- 
ing in 5 there being a predonunant law in our members, 
warring againſt the law of our mind, and bringing us into 
captivity, to the law of ſin a main ingsedient of our old 
man, being.a carnal mind, which. is enmity to God, and can- 
not ſubmit to his law.;,. we being alienated from the lifg 9 
God by the blindneſs of our hearts, and enemies in our minds 
© How could we revive to any goad 
hope, who were dead in treſpaſſes and ſins, God. having 
withdrawn his quickning Spirit 2 How at leaſt could we 
far ane moment ſtand upright in Gods ſight, upon..the 

natu- 


of our Bleſſed Savionr. 


natural terms,excluding all ſin, and exaQting perfe& obe- (143-2. 


dience ? 
When this, I fay, was our forlorn and deſperate caſe, 


then almighty God out of his infinite goodnels was plea- 
{ed to look upon us ( as he ſometime did upon Feruſalexr, 


lying polluted in ker blood ) with an eye of pity and mercy, zx&.16.5. 


ſo as graciouſly to deſtgn a redemption for us out of all 
that woful diſtreſs : And no ſooner by his incomprehen- 


fible wiſdom did he fore-ſce we ſhould lofe our ſelves, #ph.1.4,9,1:, 


than by his immenſe grace he did conclude to reſtore us. 
But how could this happy deſign well be compaſled? 


how, in conliſtence with the glory, with the juſtice, with #2--13-8. 


the truth of God, could ſuch encmics be reconciled, ſuch 
offenders be pardoned, ſuch wretches be ſaved? Would 
the omnipotent Majeſty ſo affronted, deſign totreat with 
his rebels immediately, without an interceſlour or advo- 
cate 2 Would the ſovereign governour of the world ſuf- 
fer thus-notoriouſly his right to be violated, his autho- 
rity to be flighted, his honour to be trampled on, with- 
out ſome notable vindication or ſatisfaftion 2 Would the 
great Patron of juſtice relax the terms of it,or ever permit: 


a groſs breach thereof to paſs with impunity 2 Would the 4th:r. d m- 
immutable God of truth expoſe his veracity, or his con- ©" 


ſtancy to ſuſpicion, by ſo reverſing that peremptory ſen- 


tence of death upon finners, that it ſhould not in a ſort 6m. 2. 17. 


eminently be accompliſhed 2 Would the moſt righteous 
and moſt holy God let ſlip an opportunity ſo advantage- 
ous for demonſtrating his perfe&t love of innocence, and 
abhorrence of iniquity 2 Could we therefore well be 
cleared from our guilt without an expiation, or re-in- 
ſtated in freedom without a ranſome, or exempted from 
condemnation without ſome puniſhment ? 

No; God was ſopleaſed to proſecute his deſigns of good- 
neſs and mercy ; as thereby no wiſe toimpair or obſcure, 
but rather to advance and illuſtrate the glories of his ſo- 
vereign dignity, of his _ juſtice, of his — 

2 i- 


etrovity Mt- 

Tpwoms gupg- 
Ker © 
9.12. 
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A. Sermon upon the' Faſion 
holinck, of his unchangeable ſteddineſs in-wordand pur-: 
poſe : He accordingly would be fucd to for peace and 
mercy 3 nor would he grant them abſolutely; without 
due compenſations for the wrongs he had ſuſtained ; yet: 
ſo, that his goodneſs did find us a mediatour, and furniſh 
us with means to fatisfie him: He would not condeſcend 
to a ſimple remiſſion of our debts; yet fo, that, ſaving his 
right and honour, he did ſtoop lower for an effectual 
abolition of them: He would make good: his word not 
to let our treſpaſles go unpuniſhed ; yet 1o, that by our: 
puniſhment we might receive advantage : He would 


- manifeſt his deteſtation of wickedneſs m a way more il- 


luſtrious, than if he had perſecuted it down to Hell, and; 
irreverſibly doomed it to endleſs torment. 

But how might theſe things be effefted 2 where was 
there a mediatour: proper. and worthy to intercede for 
us? Whocould preſume to follicit and plead in our be= 
half? Who ſhould dare to put himſelf between God and 
us, or offer to skreen mankind from the Divine wrath 
and vengeance? Who. had fo great an intereſt in the 
Court of Heaven, as: to ingratiate ſuch a brood of apo-: 
ſtate enemies thereto ? Who could aflume the confidence 
to propoſe terms of reconciliation, or to agitate a new 
covenant, wherewith God might be ſatisfied, and where- 
by-we might beſaved 2 Where, in heaven arearth, could 
there be found:a Prieſt fit: to.atone for fins ſo vaſtly nu- 
merous, ſo. extremely heinous ? And whence ſhould a 
ſacrifice be taken, of value ſufficient to expiate for ſo ma- 
nifold enormities, committed againſt the infinite Majeſty 
of Heaven 2 Who could find ont the everlaſting redemption 
of innumerable ſouls, or lay down a competent ranſom 
for them all 3 not to ſay, could alſo;purchaſe for them e-: 
ternal life and bliſs ? 

Theſe are Queſtions which would puzzle all the wit of 
man, yea, would gravel all the wiſdom of Angels to. 
reſolve 3 for plain it is, that no creature on earth; 
none 


of onr Bleſſed Saviour, | 
none in heaven, could. well undertake or- perform: this 
work. * 
Where on earth, among the degenerate ſons of Adam, 
could be found ſep an High Prieſt, as became us; holy, y, .. 4 
harmleſs, undefiled,. ſeparate from ſinners? and; how could, | 
a man, however innocent .and pure asa Seraphin, ſo. per- 
form his duty, as to .do-more than merit-or fatisfic-for 
himſc]lf? how many lives could the life of one man ſerve 
to ranſome ; ſceing that.it 1s aſſexted of the; greateſt and-; 
richeſt among men, , that Noxe of them can: by any means Þſal. 49. 7: 
redeem his brother, or give to God a ranſome' for -him-# | 
And howcould available help in this caſe be expected from 
any of the angclical Hoſt; ſeeing (belidetheirbeing in na- 
ture dificrent from us,and thence improper to mertt or {a- 
tisfic for us; bclide their comparative meanneſs,andinfanite 
diftance ti om the Majelty of God ) they are but. aur fels: 
low-ſervants, and have obligations to diſtharge for them- 
ſelves, and cannot be folvent for more than for their own 
debts of gratitude and ſervice to their infinitely bounti- t 
ful Creatour 3 they alſo themſelves needing a Saviour, to » 
preſerve them by his grace in their happy ſtate 2 | 
. Indeed no, creature might aſpire to ſo auguſt an ho-. 
nour, none could .atchieve ſo marvellous a work, as to 
redeem from infinite guilt and miſery the nobleſt partiof 
all the viſible Creation; nonecould preſume to invade that. 
high prcrogative.of God, or attempt to infringe the truth: 
of that reiterated Proclamation 3 1, even I an the Lord, 943i 
and beſide me there is no Saviour, | Aſc 12, Fl 
Wherefore, ſceing that a ſupereminent dignity of, per-- 
ſon was required in our Mediatour, .and that an 1immente . 
value was to be preſented for our ranſome ; ſecing that:.. 
Cod ſaw there was no man, and wonared ( or took: [pecial 1 $9415 
notice) ihat there was no interceſſor 5 1t mult. be. bis arzz G-Ginss.LAKs 
alone that could bring jalvation 3 none belide God himſclt 
could intermeddle. therein. I 


wu 


B3 But. 


6 A Sermon upon the Paſſion 


: But how could God undertake the buſineſs? could he 
become a ſuitor or interceſ{or to his offended ſelf? could 
he preſent a ſacrifice, or disburſe a ſatisfactron to his own 

Juſtice ? Could God alone contrat and ſtrpulate with 
God in our behalf? No, furcly Man alſo muſt concur in 
the tranſaction ;. ſome amends muſt iflue from him, ſome- 
what muſt be paid out of our ſtock'z' humane will and 
conſent muſt be interpoſed to ratihe a firm covenant with 
us, inducing obligation on our part ; It was decent and 

, expedient, that as man by: wilful tranſgreſſion and prc- 
ſumptuous ſelf-pleaſing had ſo highly offended, injured, 
and diſhonoured his Maker,'ſo man alſo by willing obc- 
dience, and patient ſubmiſſion to Gods pleaſure ſhould 
greatly content, right, and glorifie him. 

Eh. 1. 8. - Here then did lye the ſtreſs; This was the knot which 
only divine-wifdom could looſe ; And fo indeed it did 
in a moſt effetual and admirable way 3 for in correſpon- 
dence to all the. exigencics of the caſe, (that God and 

Txc. 1.78: man both might a& their parts in ſaving us the Bleſſed 

- op 5 eternal Word, the enely Son of God, by the good will 

Rom. 5. of his Father, did vouchſafe to intercede for us, and to 

G414.4-70b.6. undertake our redemption; in order thereto voluntarily 

—_— being ſent down from Heaven, aſſuming humane fleſh, 

- vB 4.15. ſubjecting himſelf to all the infirmitics of our frail natu re, 
and to the worſt inconveniencies of our low condition ; 

Fpb. 1.6. therein meriting Gods favour to us, by a perfe& obedi- 

- hi Apeſ- ence to the Law, and ſatisfying Gods -aftice by a moſt 

: #4 2.6. Paticnt endurance of pains in our bchalf z in completion 

Tit.2.1- of all willingly laying down his life for the ranſom of our 

> ry 19s *25e _ and pouring forth his blood in ſacrifice for our 

Ins. 

17/n.3-16, This is that great and wonderful »yſtery of godlineſs 

F C or of our Holy — the which St. Par! here doth 
expreſs, in-thele words, concerning our B. Saviour ; Who 


being in the form of God, thought it no robbery to be equal 
with God, but ous 4 _ q 


himſelf of ng reputation, and took - 
18 


of our Bleſſed Saviour, 
him the form of a ſervant, and was made in the likeneſs. of 
men; And being found in faſhion as a man, he humbled him- 
ſelf, and became obedieut unto death, even the death of the- 
Croſs. 

A which words are-contained divers points very ob- 
fervable 3 :but ſceing the time will not allow me to treat 
on them in any meaſure as they deſerve; I ſhall (waving 
all the reſt) inſiſt-but upon-one particular, couched in the 
laſt words, Ever.the death of the Croſs 5 which by a ſpecial Sar«7u #3 * 
emphaſis doexcite us to conſider the manner of that Holy ®*#** 
Paſſion, which we now commemorate 3 the contemplati- 
on whereof, as it is:now molt feaſonable, ſo it is ever ve- 
ry profitable. 

Now then in this kind of Pafliton we may conſider di- - 
vers notable adjunf&s; namely thefe, x. Its being in ap- - 
pearance criminal. 2.. Its being moſt bitter and painful. - 
3.-Its being meſt :ignominious and ſhameful. 4. Its pecu- 
har advantageouſieſs to- the deſigns, of .our Lordin ſuffer- 
ig. 5: Its practical ctheacy. 

. We may conſider our Lords ſuffering as Criminal ; - x, 
or as in ſemblance being an execution of ;alfice upon him. 

He ( as the Prophet forctold of him ;) was numbred among x. 53. 12. 
the tranſgreſſors ; and God: ( faith St. Panl) made him ſin , (,./., 11. 
for us, who knew no ſin; that is, God ordered him to-be © © 
treated as a molt ſinful or criminous perſon, who in him- - 

{lf was perfcaly innocent, and void of the leaſtsinclina- - 

tion to offend. 

So in effcct it was, that he was impeached of the high-+ 
eſt crimes; as a violatour of the Divine Laws in divers 1n- 7ok.$,r8.16; 
ſtapces, as a deſigner to ſubvert their religion and tem- 39: 7212: | 
ple, as an impoſtor deluding and ſeducing the peoplez.as 21, 4. _ 
a blaſphemer, aſſuming. to himſelÞ the propertics and pre- 
rogatives. of God 3 as a fſcditious and rebellious perſon, 
perverting the nation, inhibiting payments of tribute to Ce- 54% 23-2 * 
far, uſuiping Royal Authority, and (tyling himſelf Chriſt configs : 
4 King : In a. word, as amalctector, or one guilty of enor- gong. - 
mous 
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mous offences 3 ſo his perſecutors avowed to Plate, If 

7b.18.30. aid they, he were not a malefaGor, we ſhould not. have deli- 
"ered him up anto-thee;, As fuch he was repreſented and 
arraigned 3 as ſuch, although by a ſentence wreſted by 
-malicious 1mportunity, againſt the will and conſcience of 
the Judge, he was condemned, and accordingly ſuffered 

death. | 
Now whereas any death or paſſion of our Lord, as be- 
, ingin it ſelf immenſely valuable, and moſt precious in the 
light of God, might have bcen ſufficient toward the ac- 
compliſhment of his general deſigns (the appeaſing Gods 
- wrath, the ſatisfaction of Divine Juſtice, the expiation of 
Cur f Devsfs- our guilt ) it may be inquired why God ſhould thus ex- 
{1;t, 1,1 :,.5 poſe him, or'why he ſhould chule to ſuffer under this odi- 
bonefto 27540 ous and ugly character 5 which inquiry 1s the more con- 
morts gn7re . fiderable, becauſe it 1s eſpecially this circumſtance which 

aff: tus el? ico 5 

La.4.:zs, crofleth the fleſhly ſenſe, and worldly prejudices of 
- men, ſo as to have rendred the Goſpel offenſive to. the 
ſuperſtitious Jews, and deſpicable to conceited Cemntiles ; 
J.M.8:. © for fo Tryphor in: Faſtin M. although from conviction by 
gfe teſtimonies of Scripture, he did admit the Meſſzas was to 
ſuffer hardly, yet that it ſhould be in this accurſed mar- 
ner, hecould-not digeſt; ſo the great adverſaries of Chri- 
72.c.ccif, - ſtianity ( Celſas, Porphyrie, Julian, ) did with moſt con- © 

2- Þ- 33: - tempt urge this exception againſt it 3 So S. Paul did ob- 
4ug. de Civ.D. ſerve, that * Chriſt crucified was unto the Jews a ſtumbline- 


. 7 block, and unto the Greeks fooliſhneſs ; wherefore to avoid 
Cyr21.C. {hs Js 
Fe 194+ . Se , ; < 
*1cor. 1.23 of God in this difpcnſation, it may be fit to aſſign ſome 


- 


1. As our Saviour treely did undertake a life of great- | 
eſt meanneſs and hardſhip, ſo upon the like accompts he 
might be pleaſed to undergo a death moſt loathſom and 
uncomfortable. There is nothing to mans nature (clpe- 

. cially tothe beſt natures, in which modeſty and ingenui- 


oy 
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ty do ſurvive ) more abominable than ſuch a death; God 
for good purpoſes hath planted in our conſtitution a 
quick ſenſe of diſgrace, and of all diſgraces that which 
proceedeth from an imputation of crimes is moſt pun- 
gent 5 and being conſcious of our innocence doth height- 
en the ſmart ; and to refle& upon our ſelves dying under 
it, leaving the World with an indelible ſtain upon our 
mame and memory, ts yet more grievous; even to Jan- 
guiſh by degrees, enduring the torments of a long, how- 
ever ſharp diſcaſe, would to an honeſt mind ſeem more 
eligible, than in this manner, being reputed and handled 
as a villain, to find a quick and eaſie diſpatch. | 
Of which humane reſentment may we not obſerve a 
touch in that expoſtulation, Be ye come out as againſt a £62252. 
wn: with ſwords and ſtaves ? Tf as a man he did not like Thor, 
to be proſecuted as a thick, yet willingly did he chule it, 
as he did other moſt diſtaſtful things, pertaining to our 
nature, ( the likeneſs of man) and incident to that low * 
condition, ( the form of a ſervant) into which he did put 
himſelf; ſach as were to endure penury and to fare hard- 
ly, to be ſlighted, envied, hated, reproached through all 
his courſe of Life. | 
It is well ſaid by a Pagan Philoſopher, that 0 ma Nemo mihi vi- 
doth expreſs ſuch a reſpeF and devotion to wirtue, as doth he, - tar pluris 2- 
who forfeiteth the repute of being a good man, that he may not nagar og 
loſe the conſcience of being ſuch ; this our Lord willingly ili magis eſſe 
made his caſe, being content not only to expoſe his life, ply a 
but to proſtitute his fame, for the intereſts of goodnets. famam perdi- 
Had he died otherwiſe, he might have ſeemed to pur- 4", "e conſet- 
chaſe our welfare at a ſomewhat eaſie rate, he had not ders. 
been fo complete a ſufferer, he had not taſted the worſt Ser #7. 81. 
that man is lyable to endure; there had been a comfort 
in ſeeming innocent, detraCting from the perteRion of his 
{ufferance. 
Whereas therefore he often was in hazard of death, 7%-5-18.8.37, 


both from the clandeſtine machinations, and the outragi- pegs ang = 
C on” "m 
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ous violences of thoſe who malign=d him, he did incuſtri- 
ouſly ſhun a death ſo plauſivle, and honourable, if I may 
ſo ſpeak 3 it being not ſo diſgraceful to fall by private 
malice, or by ſudden rage, as by the ſolemn deliberate 
procceding of mzn in puvlics authority and principal 
credit : 

Accordingly this kind of death did not fall upon lim 
by ſurprize, or by chance 3 but he did from: the beginning 
fore-ſee it ; Hz plainly with ſatisfaction did aim at it ; 
He (asit is related in the Goſpels) did ſhew his Diſciples, 
that it was incumbent on him by Gods appointment and 
his own choice; that he ought ('tis ſaid ) to ſuffer many 
things, to be rejeted by the chief Prieſts, Elders, and Scribes, 
to be vilfied l, them, to be delivered up to the Gentiles ;, to 
be mocked, and ſcourged, and crucified, as a flagitious (Jave. 
Thus would our B. Saviour, in conformity to the relt of 
"his voluntary aflictions, and for a conſummation of them, 
not only ſutfer in his body by ſore woands an 1 bruiſcs, 
and in his.ſoul by dokful agonies, hut in his name alfo 
and reputation by the foulelt ſcandals; undergoing as 
well all the infamy as the infirmity, which did belong to 
us, or might befall us; thus meaning by all means tha- 
roughly to expreſs his charity, and exerciſe his compal- 
fion toward.us; thus advancing his merit, and diſcharging 
the utmolt ſatisfaction in our Þehalf, [, 

2. Death paſſing on him as a malcfactour by publick 
ſentence, did beſt ſaute to the nature of his undertaking, 
was molt congruous to his intent, did moſt aptly repre- 
ſent what he was doing, and imply the reaſon of his per- 
formance: for We all are guilty in a moſt high degree, 
and in a manner very notorious; the fouleſt ſhame toge- 
ther with the ſharpeſt pain is due to us for atfronting our 
glorious Maker, we deſerve an open condemnation and 
exemplary pumihmentz wherefore he undertaking in our 
itead to bear all, and fully to fatisfie for us, was plealed 
to undergo the, like Judgment and uſage; being termed, 


being 
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being treated as we ſhould have been, in quality of an 
heinous malcfacour , as we in truth are. What we had 
really ated in diſhonouring and ufurping upon God, 1n 
diſordering the world, in perverting others, that was 1n- 
puted to him; and the puniſhment due to that guilt was 


mflicted on him: AV we like ſheep haze gone aſtray, we have x, ,.. 


turned every one to his own way, and the Lord hath laid on 
hin the iniquities of us all; he therefore did not only ſu- 
ſtain an equivalent pain for us, but in a ſort did bear an 
cqual blame with us, before God and man. 


3. Secing by the determinate connfel of God it was appoin- 48. 2, 


tcd. that our Lord ſhould die for us, and that not in a 
natural but violent way, fo as perfectly to fatisfie Gods 
juſtice, to vindicate his honour, to evidence both his 1n- 
dignation againſt fin, and willingneſs to be appeaſed ; it 
was moſt fit that affair ſhould be tranſacted in a way, 
wherein Gods right 1s moſt neatly concerned, and his 
providence molt plainly diſcernible; wherein 1t ſhould 
be moſt apparent that God did exact and inflict the pu- 
niſhment, that our Lord did freely yield to it, and ſab- 


miſtively undergo it, upon thoſe very accompts : All judg- Dext. 1. 17: 


ent Cas Moſes of old did fay)is God-s,or 1s adminiſtred by 
authority derived from him, in his name, for his intereſt ; 
all Magiſtrates being his Officers, and inſtruments, where- 
by he governeth and ordereth the world, his natural 
Kingdoms whence that which 1s ated in 'way of formal 
judgement by perſons im authority, God himſclt may be 
deemed in a more ſpecial and immediate manner to exe- 
cute it, as being done by his commiſſion, in his ſtead, on 
his behalf, with his peculiar ſuperintendance : It was 
therefore 1n our Lord a ſignal aft of deferencexo Gods 
authority and juſtice, becoming the perfon ſaſtained by 
him of our Mediatour and proxy, to undergo ſuch a 
judgement, and ſuch a puniſhment; whereby he received 
a doom as it were from Gods own mouth, uttered by 
his Miniſters 5 and bare the ſtroke of jultice CR 
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hand, repreſented by his inſtruments whence very ſea- 

ſonably and patiently did he reply to Pilate, Thou hadſt 
710 power over me (or againſt me) except it were given thee 
from above, implying, that it was 1n regard to the origi- 
rally Supreme authority of God his Father, and to his 
particular appointment upon this occaſion, that our Sa- 
viour did then frankly ſubject himſelf to thoſe inferiour 
powers, as to the proper miniſters of divine juſtice : Had 
he ſutfered in any other way, by the private malice or 
paſſion of men, Gods ſpecial providence in that caſe had 
been leſs viſible, and our Lords obedience not ſo remark- 
able: And if he muſt dy by publick hands, it muſt be as 
a criminal, under a pretence of guilt and demerit; there 
muſt be a formal proceſs, how full ſoever of mockery 
and outrage ; there muſt be tcſtimomes produced, how 
void ſoever of truth or probability; there muſt be a ſen-. 
tence pronounced, although moſt corrupt and injurious 3 
for no man is in this way perſecuted, without colour of 
deſert; otherwiſe it would ceaſe to be publick authority, 

and become lawleſs violence; the proſecutor then would 
put off the face of a Magiſtrate, and appear as a cut- 

throat, or a robber. 

4. In fine, our Saviour hardly with ſuch advantage, in 
any other way, could have diſplayed all kinds of vertue 
and goodneſs, to the honour of God, to the edification 
of men, to the furtherance of our ſalvation. 

The judgement Hall with all the paſlages leading him 
thither, _ thence to execution, attended with guards 
of ſouldiers, amidſt the crouds and clamours of people, 
were as ſo many theaters, on which he had opportune 
convenience, in the full eye of the world, to act divers 
parts of ſublimeſt vertuez to expreſs his inſuperable con- 
ſtancy in atteſting truth, and maintaining a good con- 
ſcience 3 his meekneſs in calmly bearing the greateſt 
wrongs; his patience in contentedly enduring the ſaddeſt 
adverlitics ; his entire reſignation to the will and provi- 

dence 
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dence of God; his peaceable ſubmiſſion to the law and 
power of man 3 his admirable charity in pitying, in ex- 
cuſing, in obliging thoſe by his good wiſhes and earneſt 
prayers for their pardon, whoin a manner fo injurious, 
ſo deſpiteful, ſo cruel, did perſecute him; yea, in gladly 
ſuffering all this from their hands for their ſalvation; his 
unſhakeable faith in God, and unalterable love toward 
him, under fo fierce a trial, ſo dreadful a temptation: 
All theſe excellent vertues-and graces by the matter be- 
ing thus ordered, in a degree moſt eminent, and in a 
manner very conſpicuous were demonſtrated, tothe praiſe 
of Gods name, and the commendation of: his truth ; for 
the ſcttlement of our faith and hope ; for an inſtruction 
and an ercouragement to us of good practice in thoſe 


highett inſtarices of vertue. 


[It is a patlable notion among the moſt eminent Pagan 


Sages, that no very exemplary vertue can 
well appear otherwiie then in notable miſ- 


fortune ; whence 'tis ſaid in Plato, thatto. 
approve a man heartily righteous, he muſt. 


be ſcourged, tortured, bound, have his two eyes 
burnt out, and in the cloſe having ſuffered all 
evils, muſt be impailed, or crucified: And, 
it was, (\aith Seneca) the cup of poyſon, which 
made Socrates a great man, and which out of 
priſon did transferr him to heaven, or did 
procure to him that lofty eſteem; afford- 
10g him opportunity to ſ1gnalize his con- 
ſtancy, his equanimity, his unconcerned- 
neſs for this world and life 3 And, The ver- 
te (faith he again) and the innocence of Ru- 
tilius would have lien hid, if it had not (by 
condemnation and exile) received injury 3 


Magnum exemplum nift ma- 
la fortuna non 1nvenit. Sen. de 
Prove C. Zo 
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_ Cicura magnum Socratem fe- - 
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Calix venenatus, qni Socra- 
tem tranſtulic & carcere in coe- 
lum. Sen. Ep. 67. 

Mqualis fuit in tanta inzqua- 
litate fortunz, &c. Sen. Ep. 104» 


Rutil!!i innocentia- ac virtus 
lateret, nif1 accepiiler injuriam, 
dum: violatur effulſit, Si. Ep> . 


79+ 


while it was violated , it brightly ſhone forth; And he 


that ſaid this of others, was himſelf in —_— 
{trious, as in handſomly entertaining that 
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which he was by the bloody tyrant adjudged: And ge- 
nerally the moſt honourable perſons in the judgement of 
$*1. 4 Provid, poſterity for gallant worth, to this very end (as ſuch Phi- 
2,3. Joſophers teach) were by divine providence dchvered 
Conte 29.1921, UP to ſuffer opprobrious condemnations and puniſhments 
# by the ingratctul malignity of their times : So that the 
Greeks, in conſiltence with their own wiſdom and expe- 
rience, could not reaſonably ſcorn that croſs, which our 
good Lord (did not only as did their belt Worthies by 
forcible accidental conſtraint undergo, but) adviledly by 
free choice did undertake, to recommend the molt cxcel- 
lent vertucs to imitation, and to promote the molt noble 
deſigns that could be, by its whence: || So great rea- 
ſon there was, that our Lord. ſhould thus ſuffer as a cr1- 
minal. 


II. I T. We may conſider, - that in-that kind his ſuttering 
was moſt bitter and painful. Ealily we may imagine what 
acerbity of pain muſt be endured by our Lord, in his 
tender limbs being ſtretched forth, racked, and tentered, 
and continuing for a good time in {ſuch a poſture ; by 
the piercing his hands and his feet, parts very nervous and 
cxquilitely ſenſible, with ſharp nails (lo that as it is ſaid of 

F/. 105. 18, Joſeph, the iron entred into his Soul ) by abiding expoſed 
to the injuries of the Sun ſcorching, the wind beating, 
the weather ſearching his grievous wounds and ſores : 
Such a pain 1t was, and that no ſtupifying, no tranſient 
pain, but one both very acute, and lingring for we ſee, 
that he together with his fellow-ſufferers had both pre- 

Merc. 15» 25, ſence of mind and time to diſcourſe; Even fix long hours 

*+ did he remain under ſuch torture, ſuſtaining in cach mo- 
ment of them beyond the pangs of an ordinary death : 
But as the caſe was ſo hard and ſad, ſo the reaſon of it 
was great, and the fiuit anſwerably good ; Our Saviourdid 
embrace ſuch a paſtion,that in being thus content toendure 
the molt intolerable ſmarts for us, he might demonſtrate 


the 
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the vehemence of his love ; that: he might ſignifie the 

heinouſneſs of our fins, which deſerved .that from fuck-a 

perſon {o heavy punithment ſhould be exacted ; that he 

night appcar to yicld a valuable compenſation for thofe 

pains, which we ſhould have ſuffered ; that he thorough- 

ly might excmplifie the hardeſt dutics of obedience and - 
Patience. 


I II. This manner of ſuffering was (as moſt-ſharp and 711. 
afiictive, ſo) moſt vile and ſhameficl 5 being proper to 
the baſc{t condition of the worſt men, and unworthy of 
a free man, however nocent and guilty. It was ſervile quod etiam 
ſupplicinne, a puniſhment never by the Romans , under homine libero 
whoſe law our Lord ſuffered, legally inflicted upon free Ie inn 
men, but upon {Javes only ; that 1s upon people , ſcarce indignum. 
regarded as men, having in a fort, forfeited or loſt them- £4542 
ves; And among the Jews that exccntion, which moſt 
approached. thereto, and in part agreed with it (for their 
Law did not allow any to inhumane puniſhment) hang- 
Ing up.the dead bodies of ſome that had been put to 
death, was held molt infamous and exccrable ; for Curſed, Dent. 21. 23; 
ſaid the Law, #s ecery one that hangeth upon a tree; curled, 74 3 _—_ 
that is devoted to reproach and malediction'; accurſed by v,y gol on 
God, ſaith the Hebrew, that is ſeeming to be rcjected by !is 7 ,«/& 
God, and by his ſpecial order expoſed to affliction. 9 i 0 
Indced, according to the courſe of things, to be ſet on 6. 0-61. 
high, and for continuance of time to be ovjected to the 
vicw of all that paſs by, in that calamitous poſture, doth 
infuſe bad ſuſpicion, doth provoke cenſure, doth invite 
contempt and ſcorn, doth naturally draw forth language 
of derifion, deſpight and deteſtation, c{pecially from the 
inconliderate, hard hearted, and rade vulgar, which con 
monly doth think, ſpeak, and deal according to event 
and appearance 3 (——Sequitur fortunam ſemper, &* odit 
Damnatos—) Whence S272 17z:S2i,to be made a gazing ſtock, H:b. Io. 33 - 
or an object of reproach ta the multitude, 1s by the _ 
C 
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ſtle mentioned as an aggravation of the hardſhips endu- 
red by the Primitive Chriſtians. And thus in extremity 

zZeurrieteys did-it befall our Lord; for 'we read, that the people did 

wimufwe jn that condition mock, jeer, and revile him; drawing 

js op 23-25-25, Up their noſes, abuſing -him by ſcurrilous geſtures, Jet- 

Matt. 27.38. ting out their virulent. and wanton tongues againſt him 5 
ſo as to verifie that prediction, { am @ reproach of men, 

Pſe 22-6, 7. and deſpiſed of the people 3 all they that ſee me laugh me to 
ſeorn;, they ſhoot out the lip, they ſhake the head, ſaying, He 
truſted in the Lord, let him deliver him, ſeeing he delighted 

in. him. 
The ſame perſons, who formerly had admired his glo- 

Matth. 9..33- rious works, who had been raviſhed with his excellent 

13. 23. diſcourſes,who had followed and favoured him fd earneſtly, 

Luk. 4-15- Who had bleſlced and magnified him, (For he, ſaith S. Luke, 
taught in the Synagogues being glorified by all) even thoſe 
very perſons did then behold him with pitileſs contempt 

and defpight; In correſpondence to that prophefie, they 

Pſ. 22.17. look and ſtare upon me, ici 5 Aa; Srwepy, the people ſtood 

Luk: 23 35% gazing ON him, in a moſt ſcornful manner 3 venting con- 
temptuous aud ſpiteful reproaches, as we ſee reported in 
the Evangelical Story. 

Lax s, Thus did our Bleſſed Saviour endure the croſs,  deſpiſing 
the ſhame; deſpiſing the ſhame, that is not ſimply diſte- 
garding it, or (with a Stoical haughtineſs, with a Cynical 
immodelty, with a ſtupid careleſnefs) (lighting it as no 
evil ; but not eſchewing it, or not rating it for ſo great 
an evil, that to decline it he would neglet the profecu- 
tion of his great and glorious deſigns. 

There 1s innate to man an averſation and abhorrency 
from diſgraceful abuſe, no leſs ſtrong, then are the like 

22.11.35, antipathies to pan 5 whence cruel mockings and ſconrgings 
are coupled as ingredientsof the fore perſecutions ſuſtain- 
ed by Gods faithful Martyrs; And generally men with 
more readineſs will embrace, with more contentednels 
will endure the cruelty of the latter, than of the former 3 

Pain 
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pain not ſo ſmartly affecting the lower ſenſe, as being in- 
ſolently contemned doth grate upon the fancy, and 


wound even the mind it ſelf ; for the wornds of infamy do Prov.18,8, 
(as the wiſe man telleth us ) go down into the innermoſt 218: 


parts of the belly, reaching the very heart, and touching 
the ſoul to the quick. 

We therefore nced not doubt, but that our Saviour as 
a man, endowed with humane paſſions, was ſenſible of this 
natural evil; and that ſuch indignitics did add ſomewhat 
of loathſomneſs to his cup of affliction ; eſpecially confi- 
dering, that his great charity diſpoſed him to grieve, ob- 
ſerving men to act ſo indecently, ſo unworthily, ſo unjuſt- 
ly toward him ; yet in conſideration of the glory that 
would thence accrue to God, of the benefit that would 


redound to us, of the joy that was ſet before kizz, when be Bib. 12. 2. 
ſhould ſee of the travel of his foul and be ſatisfied, he moſt ir. 53 11. 


willingly did accept, and moſt gladly did comport with 


it. He became a curſe for us, expoled to malediftion and 6G. 2. 13. 
reviling; He endured the contradifion ( or obloquy ) of #%. 12. 13, 
ſmful men; He was deſpiſed, rejefed, and diſ-eſteemed of !53-3:4 


men; Hein common apprehention was deſerted by God, 
according to that of the Prophet, Ie did efteem him ftric- 
ken, ſmitten of God, and affliFed ; himfelt even ſeeming to 
concur 1n that opinion 3 So was he made a crſe for xs, 


that we, as the Apoſtle teacheth, might be redeemed from the G41-3-13+ 


curſe of the Law,that is, that we might be freed from the ex- 
emplary puniſhment, due to our tranſgreſſions of the Law, 
with the diſpleaſure of God appearing therein, and the 
diſgrace before the world attending it : He chole thus to 
make himſelf of no reputation, vouchſafing to be dealt with 
as a wretched flave, and a wicked miſcreant, that we 
might be exempted not only from the torment, but alſo 
from the ignominy which we had merited ; that toge- 
ther with our life, our ſafety, our hberty, we might e- 
ven recover that honour which we had forteited and im- 


bezled, 
D Bur 
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But leſt any ſhould be tempted not ſufficiently to vas 
lue theſe ſufferances of our Lord, as not fo rare, but that 
other men have taſted the like; leſt any ſhould preſume 
to compare them with afflictions incident to other per- 
ſons, as Celſzs did compare them with thoſe of Anaxar- 
chus and Epidetws ; it is requiſite to conſider ſome remat= 
kable particulars about them. Sl 

We may then conſider, that not only the infinite dig- 
nity of his perſon, and the perfect innocency ot his lite 
did enhance the price of his ſufferings; but ſome endow- 
ments. peculiar to him, and ſome circumſtances adhering 


| to his deſign, did much augment their force. 


He was not only according to the frame and temper of 
humane nature ſenſibly touched with the pain, the ſhame, 
the whole combination of diſaſters, apparently waiting 
on his paſſion; as God ( when he did inſert {enſe and 
paſſion into our nature, ordering objects to atteft them) 
did intend we ſhould be, and as other men in like cir- 
cumſtances. would have been ; but in many rcſpects be- 
yond that ordinary rate ſo. that no man, we may ſup- 
poſe, could have felt ſuch grief from them as-he did, na 
man ever hath bcen ſenſible of any thing comparable to 
what he did endure; that paſlage being truly applicable 
to him, Behold ard ſee, if there be any ſorrow like to my ſor- 
row, which is done unto me, wherewith the Lord hath affli- 
ed me in the day of his fierce anger ; as that unparallel'd 


ſweating out great lumps of blood may argue; and as the 


terms expreſling his reſentments do intimate; for in re- 


Mat.26.37,38. [peCt of preſent evils he faid of himſelf, My ſol 3s exceed- 


Luc 22:44 


Fob.1 3z2 1s, 
12,27. 


ingly ſorrowful ts death ;, he is faid aSywordy, to be in great 
anginſh and anxiety, to. be in an agony or pang of ſor- 


row; In regard to miſchiefs which he ſaw coming on, he 


Xar. 14.33, B ſaid to be diſturb'd in ſpirit, and to be ſore amazed, or. 


diſmayed at them 3 To ſach an exceeding height did tho 


ſenſe of incumbent evils, and the proſpett of impendent 
calamities, the apprehenſion of his caſe, together with a. 
re, 
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reflection on our condition, skrew up his affections. 
And no wonder, that ſuch a burthen, even the weight 
of all the ſins ( the numberlefs moſt heinous ſins and abo- 
minations ) that <ver were committed by mankind, by 
appropriation of them to himſclf, lying on his ſhoulders, 
he ſhould fcel it heavy,or feem to crouch and groanunder 


9 


itz that in the myſtical Pſalm, applied by the Apoſtle to Hb. 12. 5. 


him, he ſhould cry out, Inmmerable evils have compaſſed 
me about, mine iniquities have taken hold upon me, ſo that 1 


am not able to look up ;, they are more than the hairs of my If. go, 12. 


head, and my heart faileth me. The ſight of Gods indig- 
nation 10 dreadfully flaming out againſt fin, might well 
aſtoniſh and terrifie him: To ſtaud, as it were, before the 
mouth of hell belching fire and brimſtone in his face; to 
lye down in the hotteſt furnace of divine vengeance; to 
quench with his own heart-blood the wrath of heaven, 
and the infernal fire ( as he did in regard to thoſe who 
will not rc-kindle them to themſelves ) might well in the 
heart of a man begert unconceivable and unexpreſiible 
prefiures of affliction. When ſuch a Father ( ſo infinite- 
ly good and kind to him, whom he fo dearly and per- 
fettly loved ) did hide his face from him, did frown on 
him, how could he otherwiſe than be mightily troubled? 
Is it ſtrange that ſo hearty a love, ſo tender a pity, con- 
templating our ſinfulneſs, and experimenting our wretch- 
edneſs, ſhould be deeply touched? To ſee, I fay, ſoplain- 
ly, to feel ſo thoroughly the horrible blindneſs, the folly, 
the infidehty, the imbecillity, the ingratitude, the incor- 
rigibility ; the ſtrange perverſeneſs, perfidiouſneſs, malice, 
and cruelty of mankind in ſo many inſtances ( in the trea- 
ſon of Jadas, in the denial of Peter, in the deſertion of all 
the Apoſtles, in the ſpite and rage of the perſecutors, 1n the 
falſhood of the witneſles,in the abuſes of the people,in the 
compliance of Pzlate, 1na general conſpiracy of friends and 
foes to ſin) all theſe ſurrounding him, all invading him, all 
diſcharging themſelves upon him, would it not aſtone a 
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mind ſo pure, would it not wound a heart ſo tender, and 
full of charity? 

Surcly, any of thoſe perſons, who fondly do pretend 
unto, or vainly do glory in a fallen apathy, 0: a ſtub» 
born contempt of the evils incident to our nature and 
ſtate, would-in ſuch a caſe have been utterly dejetted 5 
The moſt reſolved Philoſopher would hive been dalned 
into confulion at the ſight, would have buen cruihcd 1n- 
to deſperation under the ſenſe of thoſe evils which did af- 
ſault Him. : 

With the greatneſs of the cauſes, the goodneſs of his 
conſtitution did conſpire to encreaſe his ſufferings ; for 
ſurely as his complexion was moſt pure and delicate, his 
ſpirit moſt vivid and apprehenſive, his afteCtions moſt pli- 
ant and tractable 3 fo accordingly would the impreffions 
upon him be molt ſenſible, and conſequently the pains 
which he felt (in body or ſoul) moſt attiictive. 

That wein like caſes are not alike moved, that we do 
not tremble at the apprehenſions of Gods diſpleaſure, 
that we are not aftrighted with the ſenſe of our fins, that 
we do not with fad hotrrour reſent our danger and our 
miſcry, doth ariſe from that we have very glimmering 
and faint conceptions of thoſe matters; or that they do 
not in ſo clear and lively a-manner ſtrike our fancy ( not 
appearing  1n their true nature and proper ſhape, 1o hei- 
nous and ſo hideous as they really are, in themſelves and 
im their conſequences );z or becauſe we have but weak 
perſwaſtons about them 3 or becauſe we do but ſlightly 
conlider them 3 or from that our hearts are very hard 
and callous, our affc&ions very cold and dull, fo that 
nothing of this nature (* nothing beſide groſs material af- 
fairs ) can mollifie or melt them 3 Or for that we have 
in us ſmall love to God, and a ſlender regard to our own 
weltare ; in fine, for that in ſpiritual matters we are nei- 
ther fo wiſe, fo ſober, fo ſerious, nor ſo good or Inge- 
auous 1N any reaſonable meaſure, as we ſhould be : But 
OUT 
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our Saviour 1n all thoſe reſpects was otherwiſe difpoſed 5 
He moſt cvidertly diſcerned the wrath of God, the gric- 
vouſneſs of fin, the w:::tch-dneſs of man, moſt truly, moſt 


fully, moſt ftroogly revreſented to his mind 3 He moſt * 


firmly belicvcd, yea mot certainly knew, whatever Gods 
law had declaied about them; He did exactly conſider 
and wcigh tiem 3 His heart was moſt ſoft and ſenfible, his 
affeftiors were moſt quick and excitable by their due 
objefts; He was fii:] of dutifizl love to God, and moſt ar- 
dently d-efirous of our good, bearing a more than frater- 
na] good will towards us : whence 'tis not ſo marvel- 
lous that as a man, as a tranſcendently wiſe and good 
man, he was ſo vchemently attected by thoſe occurren- 
ces, that his imagination was ſo troubled, and his paſſions 
fo ſtirred by thems ſo that he thence did ſuffer in a man- 
ner, and to a degree unconceivable z according to that 
ejaculation in the (Zreek Liturgies, Nz Tay ayvarey os 77> 
MuUATUY ENtnooy nu, Xe 152, By thy unknown ſufferings, 0 
Chriſt, have mercy on #s. But farther, 


IV. We may conſider, that this way of ſuffering had in 
it ſome particular advantages, conducing to the accom- 
pliſhment of our Lords principal deſigns. 

Its being very notorious, and laſting a competent time 
were good advantages 3 , for if he had bcen privately 
made away, or ſuddenly diſpatched, no ſuch great notice 
would have been taken of it, nor would the matter of 
fact have been fo fully proved, to the confirmation of 
our faith, and conviction of infidelity :. Nor had that his 
exccllent deportment under ſuch bitter affliction ( his 
molt divine patience, meekneſs and chariry ) (o 1Jluftri- 
ouſly ſhone forth. Wheretore to-prevent all exceptions, 
and excuſes of unbcliet ( together with other collateral 
good purpoſcs ) divine providence did ſ' manage the 
bulinelſs, that as the courſe of his life, ſo alſo the manner 

'of his death, ſhould be moſt conſpicuoutly remarkable : 
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T ſpahe freely to the world, and in ſecret have I done nothing, 
ſaid he of himſelf; and Theſe things ( ſaid S. Paul to King 
Agrippa ) were not done in a corner 5 ſuch were the pro- 


* ceedings of his life, not cloſe or clancular, but frank and 


open; not preſently huſhed up, but leiſurely carried on 
in the face of the world, that men might have the advan- 
tage to obſerve and examine them 3 And as he lived, fo 
he dyed moſt publickly and viſibly; the world being 
witneſs of his death, and ſo prepared to belteve his refur- 
reCtion, and thence diſpoſed to embrace his doctrine z ac- 
cording to what he did foretell, 1 being lifted up from the 
earth ſhall draw all men to me ;, for he drew-all men by ſo 
obvious a death to take notice of it, he drew all well- 
diſpoſed perſons from the wondrous conſequences of it 
to believe on him: And as (ſaid he again ) Moſes did ex- 
alt the ſerpent in the wilderneſs, ſo nmſt the ſon of man be 
exalted As the clevation of that myſterious ſerpent 
did render it viſible, and did attra&t the eyes of people 
toward it ; whereby, Gods power invilibly accompany - 
ing that Sacramental performance, they were cured of 
thoſe mortiferous ſtings which they had reccived : ſo 
our Lord being mounted on the Croſs, allured the eyes 
of men to behold him, and their hearts to cloſe with 
him 3 whereby, the heavenly virtue of Gods ſpirit co- 
operating, they become ſaved from thoſe deſtructive ſins, 
which from the Devils ſerpentine inſtigations they had 
incurred. 

Another advantage of this kind of ſuffering was, that 
by 1t the nature of that Kingdom, which he did intend 
to erect was evidently ſignified ; that it was not ſuch as 
the carnal people did expect, an external, earthly, tem- 
poral kingdom, conſiſting in domination over the bodies 
and eſtates of men, dignified by outward wealth and 
{plendour, mm by worldly power and policy, pro- 
moted by forcible compulſion and terrour of Arms, af- 
fording the advantages of ſafety, quiet, and proſperity 
here; 
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here 3 But a kingdom purely ſpiritual], celeſtial, eternal 3 
conſiſting in the governance of mens hearts and minds, 
adorned with endowments of wiſdom and virtue; admini- 
ſtred by the conduct and grace of Gods Holy Spirit, up- 
held and propagated by meek inſtruftion, by virtuous 
example, by hearty devotion, and humble patience; 're- 
warding its loyal ſubjects with ſpiritual joys and conſola- 
tions now, with heavenly reſ{t'and bliſs hereafter 3 No 
other kingdom could he preſume to deſign, who ſubmit- 
ted to this dolorous and diſgraceful way of ſuffering 3 
No other exploits could he pretend to atchieve by expi- 
ring on a croſs; No other way could he rule, who gave 
himſelf to be managed by the will of his adverſaries; No 
other benefits would this forlorn caſe allow him to dif- 


5 
cw 


— 
% 
s 


penſe ; ſo that well might he then aflert, My kingdom 3s 70b.18.35.” 


z0t of this world, when he was going in this fignal way to 
demonſtrate that important truth. 


It was alſo a moſt convenient tonch-ftone to-prove the2uc.2.35. 


genuine diſpoſition and worttr of men; ſo as to diſcri- 
minate thoſe wiſe, ſober, ingenuous, ſincere, generous 
ſouls, who could diſcern true goodneſs through fo dark 
a cloud, who could love it though ſo ill-favouredly dis- 
figured, who could embrace and avowit, notwithſtand- 
ing ſo terrible diſadvantages ; it ſerved, I fay, to diſtin-- 


2h thoſe bleſſed ones,, who would'not- be offended in aar.r1.6. 
| cn or by the ſcandal of the croſs be-diſcouraged from ad- 6.5.11. 


hering to him, from the crew of blind, vain, perverſe 
haugtty- peopte,, who being ſeandalized art his adverſity, 
would contemn and reject him: 

Another conſiderable advantage was this, thar by it - 


1 Pet. 2.7,8. 
? 1 Cor.lo23 


Gods fpecial providence was diſcovered, and his glory Chryſ. Tom. 6: 


1Nuſtrated in-the propagation of the Goſpel : for how 
could it be, that a perſon of fo low- parentage, of fo 
mean-garb, of ſo-poor condition, who underwent fo la- 
mentable and deſpicable a kind- of death, falling under 


the pride and ſpite of his enemies, ſo eaſily ſhould gain - 
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ſo general an opinion in the world ( even among the 
beſt, the wileſt, the greateſt perſons ) of being the Lord 


of life and glory 5 how, I fay, could it happen, that ſuch 


a miracle could be effe&ed without Gods aid and ſpecial 
concurrence ? That King Herod, who from a long reign 
in flouriſhing ſtate with proſperous ſucceſs in his enter- 
priſes, did attain the name of Great ; or that YVeſpaſar, 
who triumphantly did aſcend the Imperial throne, ſhould 
cither of them by a few admirers of worldly vanity, fe- 
riouſly be hcld, or in flattery be call'd the Meſj7as, 1s not 
ſo ſtrange 3 but that one who was trampled on ſo miſc- 
rably, and treated as a wretched caitiff, ſhould inſtant- 
ly conquer innumerable hearts, and from ſuch a depth 
of extreme adverſity ſhould be advanced to the ſublimeſt 
pitch of glory 3 that the ſtove, which the builders with ſo 
much ſcorn did refuſe, ſhould becoxre the kead ſtone of the 
corner, this ( with good aſſurance we may ſay) was the 
Lords doing, and it is marvellous in our Ces. 

Hereby indeed the excellency of divine power and wil- 
dom was much glorified 3 by 1o impotent, ſo improba- 
ble, fo implauſible means accompliſhing f{o great effects; 
ſubduing the world to obedience of God, not by the 
active valour of an illuſtrious Hero, but through the pa- 
tient ſubmiſſion of a poor, abuſed, and oppreſſed perſon ; 
reſtoring mankind to life and happineſs by the ſorrowful 
death of a crucified Saviour. 


V. Laſtly, The conſideration of our Lords ſuffering in 
this manner is very uſeful in application to our practice : 
No point 1s more fruitful of wholſome inſtruction, none is 
more forcible to kindle devout affections, none can af- 
ford more efficacious inducements and incentives to a pi- 
ous lite 5 for what virtue will not a ſerious medita- 
tion on the croſs be apt to breed and to cheriſh ; to what 
duty will it not engage and excite us ? 


x. Are 


of our Bleſſed Savionr. 25 
r. Are we not hence infinitely obliged with moſt hum- 
bleaffettion and hearty gratitude to adore each perſon of 
the B. Trinity ?-- 
That Ged the Father ſhould deſign ſuch a redemption 
for us; wot ſparing his own Son (the Jon of bis love, dear tO zm:3.32. 
him as himſelf ) but delivering him up for 5, to be thus 01-13: 
dealt with for our ſake ; That God would endure to fee 
his ſon in ſo pittiful a condition, to hear him groaning 
under ſo grievous preſſures, to let him be ſo horribly abu- 
ſed ; and that for us, who deſerved nothing from him, 
who had demerited ſo much againſt him 3 for us, who 
were no friends to him, ( for ever when we were enemies, Ron.g.10. 
we were reconciled to God by the death of his ſox ;)who were 
not any waies ow 7090 oof po or _— 
nels ; (for Chriſt did ſuffer for ſrnners, the juſt for the unjuſt; 12P:t.3.18. 
and Ar — uk to ws, that Kr - were Ft apps v9 _ 
Chriſt dicd for us; ) that God thus ſhould love ws, ſending 3 7r.g.10. 
his ſon to be a propitiation for our ſins, in ſo diſmal a way of 
ſaffering, how ſtupendious 1s that goodneſs, how vaſt an 
obligation doth it lay upon us to reciprocal affe&ion ? 
It we do owe all to God, as our Maker, from whoſe un- 
deſerved bounty we did receive all that we have, how 
much farther do we ſtand indebted to him as the author 
of our Redemption, from whole 'il-deſerved mercy we 
receive a new- being, and better ſtate ; and that in a way 
far more oblrging ; 'for God created us with a word, 
without more _ or trouble ; but to redeem us ſtood 
him m huge expences and pains 3 no leſs than the deba- 
ſing his only'ſon to our frailty, the expoſing him to more 
than our miſery ; the withdrawing his face, and reſtrain- 
10g his bowels from his beſt beloved : If a Few then were 
commanded by law, if-a Gentile were obliged by nature, 
to love God with all his heart and all his ſoul, what af- 
feftion doth a Chriſtian, under the law and duty of 
Grace, owe unto him? by what computation can we 
recken that debt ? what faculties have we ſufficient to 
E diſcharge 
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diſchargeit ? what finite hearf can hold an affection com« 
menſurate to ſuch an obligation? 

And how can it otherwiſe than inflame our heart with 
love toward the Blefled Son of God, our Saviour, to 
conſider, that merely out of charitable pity toward us, 
he purpoſely came down from heaven, and took our 
fleſh upon him, that he might therein undergo thoſe 
extreme acerbities of pain, and thoſe moſt ugly indigni- 
ties of ſhame for us ? Greater love (ſaid he ) hath no man 
than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends; But 
that God ſhould lay down his life, ſhould pour forth his 
bloud, ſhould be afperſed with the worſt crimes, and 
cloathed with fouleſt ſhame, ſhould be executed on a 
croſs as a malefaCtour and a flave, for his enemies and re- 
bellious traitors, what imagination can deviſe any cx- 
preſſion of charity or friendſhip comparable to this ? 
Wherefore if love naturally be productive of love, if 
friendſhip juſtly meriteth a correſpondence in good will, 
what effe& ſhould the conſideration of ſo.incttable a love, 
of ſo. unparallel'd friendſhip have upon us ? 

How can any ſerious refletion on this event fail to 
work hearty gratitude in us toward'our good Lord ? For 
put caſe any perſon for our ſake ( that he might reſcue 
us from. the greateſt miſchicfs, and purchaſe for us the 
higheſt benefits ) willingly ſhould deprive himſelf of all 
his eſtate (and that a very large one ) of his honour 
Cand that a very high one) of his eaſe and pleaſure (and 
thoſe the moſt perfect and aſſured that could be; ) that 
he ſhould expoſe himſclf to the greateſt hazards, ſhould 
endure the foreſt pains, and moſt diſgracctul ignomi- 
nies 3 ſhould proſtitute his life, and in moſt hideous 
manner loſe it, to thoſe ends for our ſake 3 Should we 
not then apprehend and confeſs our ſelves monſtrout]y 
grateful, if we did not moſt deeply reſent ſuch kind- 
neſs, if upon all occaſions we did not expreſs our thank- 
kulneſs for itz if we did not ever readily yield all the 

acknaws 


acknowledgment and all the requital we were able ? 
The caſe in regard to our Bleſſed Saviour is like in kind, 
but in degree whatever we can ſuppoſe doth infinite- 
ly fall below the performances for us of him, who ſtoop- 
ed from the top of heaven, who laid afide the Majeſty 
and the felicitie of God for the infamies and the dolours 
of a croſs, that he might redecm us from the torments of 
hell, and inſtate us in the joys of Paradiſe ; fo that our 
obligations of gratitude to him are unexpreſfſibly great, 
and we cannot with any face deny our ſelves to be moſt 
baſely unworthy, it the effects in our heart and life be 
not anſ{werable. 

Nor ſhould we forget, that alſo upon this account we 
doowe great love and thanksto God the Holy Ghoſt, who 
as he did originally conſpire in the wonderful projet of 
our redemption, as he did executively by miraculous 
operation conduct our Saviour into his fleſhly taberna- 
cle, as he did by unmeaſurable communications of divine 70.334 
virtue affiſt his humanity through all the courſe of his 
life z ſo in this junure he did inſpire him with charity 
more than humane, and did ſupport him to undergo 
thoſe preſſures with invincible patience 3 and ſo did ſan- 

Ctifie all this Sacerdotal performance, that our Lord, as 
the Apoſtle doth affirm, did through the eternal Spirit offer ut9.14; 
Himſelf without ſpot to God. 


2. What ſurer ground can there be of faith in God, 2: 
what ftronger encouragement of hope, than is ſuggeſted 
by this conſ1deration ? for if God ſtedfaſtly did hold his 
purpoſe, and faithfully did accompliſh his word in an :,c.1.-- 
inſtance ſo diſtaſtfal to his own heart and bowels, how 
can we ever ſuſpect his conſtancy and fidelity in any 
caſe, how can we diſtruſt the completion of any divine 


promiſe ? 


If God ſpared not his own Son, but delivered hint up for 098.32. 
#5, to the ſuffering of ſo contumelious affliction, how can 


of our Bleſſed Saviour. 


1 Pet.1.2%% 
E»b, JT. -» 


E 2 we 


Nis de ſe de> 
ſperet, pro quo 
tam bumilis 


A Sermon upon the Paſſion 
weany wayes be diffident of his bounty, or deſpair of his 
mercy? how (as the Apoſtle doth argue ) ſha# he not 
elſo with him freely gize us all things © 

If ever we be tempted to doubt of Gods goodneſs, will 
not this experiment thereof convince and ſatisfie us ? for 
what higher kindneſs could God expreſs, what lower 
condeſcenfion could he vouchſafe, by what pledge could 
he more clearly or ſurely teſtifie- his willingneſs and his 
delight to do us good, than by thus ordering- his deareſt 
Son to undergo fach miſeries for us ? 

If the greatneſs of our fins diſcourageth us from en- 
tertaining comfortable hopes of mercy, will it not rear 


eſſe voluit $lizs-OUT hearts to conſider that ſuch a puniſhment hath been 
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inflicted to expiate them, which might content the. moſt 
rigorous ſeverity ; that ſuch a price is laid down to re- 
deem ws from the curſe, which richly may ſuthce to dil- 
charge tt 3 that ſuch a ſacrifice hath been offered, which 
God hath avowed for moſt available, and acceptable to 
himſelf? ſo that now what can Juſtice exact more from 
us? what have we farther to do, than with a penrent 
and thankful heart to embrace the mercy purchaſed for 
us? Who is he that condemneth, ſeeing Chriſt hath died, 
and hath his own ſelf born our ſins in his own body on. the 
tree? Whatever the wounds of our conſcience be, is not 
the bloud of the croſs, tempered with our hearty repen« 
tance, and applied by a lively faith, a ſoveraign balſam, 
of virtue ſufficient to cure them 3 and may we not by his 
ſtripes be healed? Have we not abundant reaſon with the 
Holy Apoſtle, to joy in God through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
by whom. we have received the atonement 2 Is 1t not to de- 
pretiate the worth, to diſparage the efficacy of our Lords 
pallion, any ways to deſpair of mercy, or to be difconſo- 
late for guilt ; as if the croſs were not enough worthy 
to compenſate for our unworthineſs, or our Saviours pa« 
Uence could not balance our diſobedience ? 


3. It 


w 
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3. It-indeed may yicld great joy, and 1prigt:tly conſo- 2. 
lation to us to contemplate our Lord upon the croſs, ex- 
erciling his immenſe charity toward us, tranſacting all 
the work of our redemption, defeating all the encmics,: - 
and cvacuating all the obſtacles of our falvation. 

May we not delcCctably confider hinz. as there f{tretch- ryt-n4ir i 
1g forth his arms of kindneſs, .with them to embrace the Pa/iore mary 
world, and to receive -a]l mankind under the wings of {25 
his protection ? as there-ſpreading out his hands, with j; 64, 2. 
them earneſtly inviting and mtreating us to accept the 
overtures of grace, procured by him for us ? | 

Fs it not ſweet and fatisfaftory to view our great High- ( L 9. 22- 
Prieſt on that high altar offering up his own pure fleſh, A 
and pouring out his pretious blood, as an univerſal com- 5. 32. 
plete ſacrifice, propitiatory for the ſins of mankind > = P-Le01.7},83- 

Is it not a goodly object to behold humility and pa- 
tience ſo gloriouſly rearing themſelves above all world- 
ly, all infernal pride and mfolence ; by the croſs afcend- 


*ing unto the celeſtial throne of dignity and Majeſty ſus 


perlative? 

Is it not pleaſant to contemplate our Lord there ſtand- 
ing ercct, not onlp as a reſolute ſufferer, but as a noble 
conquerour, where having ſpoiled-principalities and powers, cy. >. 1g. 
he, made a ſolemn ſhew triumphing over them £ Did ever any 
Conquerour loftily ſeated in his trumphal chariot yield 
a ſpectacle fo gallant and magnificegt ?: was ever tree a- 
dorned with trophees ſo pompous and ſplendid ? 

To the exteriour view and carnal .ſenfſe of men our 
Lord was then indeed expoſed to ſcorn and ſhame 3: but 
to ſpiritual and fincere diſcerning, all his and our ene- 
mies did there hang up as objects of contempt; atterly - 
overthrown and undone. 

There the Devil, that ſtro7g and ſturdy ove, did-hang i ig 
up- bound in chains, difarmed and rifled, quite baffled 212-29} 
and confounded, mankind being reſcued from his tyran- ae. 2. 14. 
nick Powers. . 

There 
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There the +vo1ld with its vain pomps, its counterfeit 
bezuties, its bewitching pleaſures, its fondly admired: 
excellencics, did hang up all defaced and diſparaged ; a? 
It appeared to St. Parl, for God ( ſaith he ) forbid that 
1 ſhould glory ſaute in the croſs of Chriſt, by which the world 
is crucified to me, and I unto the world. 

There in a moſt lively repreſentation, and moſt admi- 
rable pattern was exhibited the mortification of our fleſh 
with its affeions and Inſts, and our old man was crucified, 
that the body of (in might be deſtroyed. 

There our fins, being ( as St. Peter tclleth us ) carried 
up by him unto the gibbet, did hang as marks of his victo- 
rious proweſs, as malcfaftors by him condemned in the 
fleſh, as objects of our horrour and hatred. 


There death it ſelf hung gaſping, with its ſting pulled - 


out, and all its terrours quelled ; his death having pre- 
vented ours, and induced immortality. 

There all wrath, enmity, ſtrife ( the banes of comforta- 
ble life) did hang aboliſhed in his fleſh, and ſlain upon the 
croſs, by the blood whereof ke made peace, and reconciled all 
things in heaven and earth. 

There manifold yokes of bondage, inſtruments of vex- 
ation, and principles of variance ; even all the hand-writing 
of ordinances that was againſt ws, did hang up canceled and 
natled to the croſs. 

So much ſweet comfort by ſpiritual conſideration may 
be extracted from this event, which in appearance was 
moſt doleful, but in effect the moſt happy that ever by 
providence was diſpenſed to the world. Farther, 


4. This conſideration 1s moſt uſeful to render us very 
humble and ſenſible of our weakneſs, our vileneſs, our 
wretchedneſs: for how low was that our fall, from which 
we could not be raiſed without ſuch a deprefiion of Gods 
only Son? how great is that impotency, which did nced 
luch a ſuccour to rclicve it 2 how abominable muſt be 
that 
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that iniquity, which might not be expiated without ſo 
coſtly a ſacrifice 2 how deplorable is that miſery, which 
could not be removed without commutation of ſo ſtrange 


JT 


a ſuffering? Would the Son of God have ſo emptied, and £,ym: info 
abaſed himſelf for nothing 2 would he have endured 5+ 7b/l.2.7, 


ſuch pains and ignomimes for a trifle? No ſurcly, if our 
guilt had been ſfohr if our caſc had been tolerable, the 
divine wiſdom would have choſe a more cheap and eaſie 
remedy for us. | 

Is it not madneſs for us to be conceited of any worth 
in our ſelves, to contide in any merit of our works, to 
plory in any thing belonging to us, to fancy our ſelves 

rave, fine, happy perſons, worthy of great reſpect and 
eſteem 3 whenas our unworthineſs, our demerit, our for- 
lorn eſtate did extort from the moſt gracious God a dit- 
pleaſure nceding ſuch a reconciliation, did impoſe up- 
on the moſt glorious Son of God a necctlity to undergo: 
ſuch a puniſhment in our behalf ? 

How can we reaſonably pretend to any honour, or 
juſtly aſſume any regard to our ſelves, whenas the firſt- 
born of heaven, the Lord of glory, partaker of divine Ma- 
jelty, was fain to make himſelf of no reputation, to put 
himſelf into the garb of a ſervant, and under the imputa- 
tion of a malefactor, to bear ſuch diſgrace and infamy un. 
Our room, in licu of the confuſion due to us ? 


What more palpable confutation can there be of hu- > co-.10.5. 


mane vanity anc arrogance, of all lofty imaginations, al} 
preſumptuous confidences, all turgid humours, all fond 
ſelt-pleatings and felt-admirings, than 1s that tragical 
croſs, whercin, as in a glaſs, our foul detormity, our piti- 
ful meanneſs, our helpleſs infirmity, our ſad wofulneſs are 
ſo plainly repreſented ?: 


Well ſarcly may we ſay with St. Auſtiz,  . 7am tandem erubeſcar homo 


Let man now at leneth bluſh to be proud, for cle ſuperbus, proprer quem 
{ fa&tus eſt humilis Deus. A:g- 


whom God is made ſo tumble; | And fince -* Pf. 18. 
( as he doth add ) this great diſeaſe of ſoul 


did 
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Iſte ingens morbus omni- 
potentem medicum de ccelo 
deduxir, uſque ad formam 
ſervi humiliavit, contu.nel1!s 
egit, l1gno ſuſpendit, ur per 
ſaſurem rantz medicinz cu- 
retur hic tumor. 7d, 


Quz ſuperbia ſanar1 potcſt, 
f humilitate fil}i Dez non 1ſa- 
natur ? Aug. de Agone Chr. 
Cap. 11, 
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did bring down the Almighty Phyſician from 
heaven, did humble him to the form of a ſer- 
vant, did ſubje him to contumelies, did ſu+ 
ſpend him on a croſs, that this tumonr by vir« 
tue of ſo great a medicine might be cured ;] 
may not he well be preſumed incurable, whe 
is not cured of his pride by this medicine; 
in whom neither the reaſon of the caſe, nor 
the force of ſuch an cxample can work humi- 
lity ? 


5. 5. But farther, while this contemplation doth breed 


Tober humility, it alſo ſhould preſerve us from baſe abject- 
nefs of mind ; for it doth evidently demonſtrate, that * 
according to Gods infallible judgment we are very con- 
{iderable, that our ſouls are capable of high regard, that 
It is a great pity we ſhould be loſt and abandoned to ru- 


Aut vero pro minimo ha- 
ber Deus hominem, propter 
quem mort voluit fillum ſu- 
um ? Aug. 1n Pf. 148, 


ine; for ſurely, had not God much eſteem- 
ed and reſpected us, he would not for our 
ſakes have ſo debaſed himſelf, or deigned to 
endure ſo much for our recovery ; Divine Ju- 


{tice would not have exacted or accepted ſuch 
a ranſome for our ſouls, had they been of lit- 
tleworth: We ſhould not therefore ſlight our 
ſelves, nor demean our ſelves like ſorry con- * 
temptible wretches, as if we deſerved no con- 
ſideration, no pity from our ſelves; as if we thought our 
ſouls not worth ſaving, which yet our Lord thought 
good to purchaſe at ſo dear a rate: By ſo defpiſing or 
diſregarding our ſelves, do we not condemn the ſenti- 
ments, do we not vilite the ſufferings of our Lord; fo 
with a pitiful meanneſs of ſpirit joyning the moſt unwor- . 
.thy injuſtice and ingratitude ? Apain, 


$1 vobis ex terrena fragili- 
rate viles eſtis, ex pretio vc- 
{tro vos aſtimate. Aug, 


_Alts 13. 46. 


6. 'How can we reflect upon this event without ex- 
treme diſpleaſure againſt, and hearty deteſtation of our 
ſins? 


of our Bleſſed Saviour. 
fins? thoſe ſins which indeed did bring ſuch tortures 
and ſuch diſgraces upon our blefſed Redeemer ? Judas, 
the wretch who betrayed him ; the Jewiſh Prieſts who 
did accuſe and proſecute him ; the wicked rout, which 
did abuſtvely inſult over him 3 thoſe cruel hands that 
1mote him, thoſe pitileſs hearts that ſcorn'd him, thoſe 
poylonous tongues that mocked him, and reviled him 
all thoſe who were the. inſtruments and abetters of his 

afllition, how do we loath and abhorr them, how do 
we deteſt their names, and execrate their memories ! 
But how much greater reaſon have we to abominate 
our fins, which were the true, the principal a&ors of 


all that woful tragedy : He was delivered for our offen- Ron. 4. 25, 


ces, they were indeed the traitours, which by the hands 


of Judas delivered him up, He that knew no ſin, was made cor. g. 21. 


ſir for ws, that is, was accuſed, was condemned, was exe- 
-cuted as a finner for us; it was therefore we, who by our 
ſins did impeach him, the ſpiteful Prieſts were but our 
advocates 3 we by them did adjudge and ſentence him 
Pilate was but drawn in againſt his will and conſcience, 
to be our ſpokes-man in that behalf; We by them did 
inflict that horrid puniſhment on him, the Roman exe- 
cutioners were but our repreſentatives therein ; He be- 


came a curſe for #s3 that is, all the mockery, deriſion, G41, 3. rz: 


and contumely he endured, did proceed from us ; the 
filly people were but properties acting our parts; our 
ſins were they that cryed out Crucifige ( Crucify hin, 
crucify him ) with clamours more loud and more im- 
portunate than did all the Jewiſh rabble 5 it was they, 
which by the borrowed throats of that baſe people did 


ſo outragioully perſecute him: He was wounded for our If. 53. 5. 


tranſereſſwns, and bruiſed for our iniquities ; 1t was they 
which by the hands of the fierce ſouldiers, and of the 
rude populacy, as by ſenſeleſs engines, did buftct and 
{ſcourge him 3 they by the nails and thorns did pierce 


his fleſh, and rend his Sacred body ; upon them there- 
F tore 
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Pſal.119.120, 
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fore it is moſt juſt and fit that we ſhould turn our 
hatred, that we ſhould diſcharge our indignation. 


7. And what in reaſon can be more powerful toward 
working penitential ſorrow and remorſe, than retle- 
ion upon ſuch horrible effe&s, proceeding from our 
ſins? how can we forbear carneltly to grieve, conſtder- 
ing our ſelves by them to have been the perfidious 
betrayers, the unjuſt ſlanderers, the cruel perſecutors, 
and barbarous murtherers of a perſon ſo innocent and 
lovely, ſo good and benign, ſo great and glorious 3 
of Gods own dear Son, of our beſt Friend, of our moſt 
gracious Redeemer ? 


8. If ingenuity will not operate ſo far, and hereby 
melt us into contrition, yet ſurely this conſideration 
muſt needs affect us with a religious fear; for can we 
otherwiſe than tremble to think upon the heinous 
guilt of our ſins, upon the dreadful fiercenefs of Gods 
wrath againſt them, upon the impartial ſeverity of di- 
vine 4, ena for them, all ſo manifeſtly diſcovered, 
all fo livelily ſet forth. in this diſmal ſpectacle ? If the 
view of an ordinary execution is apt to beget in us 
ſome terrour, ſome dread of the law, ſome reverence 
toward authority, what awful impreſſions ſhould this 
ſingular example of divine juſtice work upon us? 

How greatly we ſhould be moved thereby, what af- 
fections 1t ſhould raiſe in us, we may even learn from 
the moſt inanimate creatures; for the whole world 
did ſeem affc&ed thereat vvith horrour and confuſion ; 
the frame of things vvas diſcompoſed and diſturbed 
all nature did feel a kind of compaſſion and compun- 
ction for it ; The Sun (as from averlion and ſhame ) 
d1d hide his face, leaving the vvorld covered for three 
hours vvith mournful blackneſs ; the bowels of the 
earth did yern and quake 3 the rocks did {plit, the vel 
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of the Temple was rent, the graves did qgen themſelves, 
and the dead bodies were roufed up; And can we then 
a are the moſt concerned in the event ) be more 

upid than the earth, more obdurate than rocks, more 
drowlie than interr'd carcaſes, the moſt inſenfible and 
immoveable things in nature ? But farther, 


9. How can the meditation on this event do other- 
wile than hugely deterr us from all wiltul diſobedience 
and commiſlion of ſin ? for how thereby can we vio- 
late ſuch engagements, and thwart ſuch an example of 
obedience ? how thereby can we abule ſo wonderful 
goodneſs, and diſoblige 1o tranſcendent charity 2 how 
thereby can we reject that gentle dominion over us, 7-2: 14- 
which our Redcemer did ſo dearly purchaſe, or re- þ* wy 
nounce the Lord that bought #s at ſo high a rate? with 2 cor. 5 15. 
what heart can we bring up on the ſtage, and act over 77% 5 
that direful tragedy, renewing all that painand all that 
diſgrace to our Saviour; asthe Apoſtle teacheth that we 
do. by Apoltacy, crucifying to our ſelves the Son of God —_— a 
afreſh, and putting him to an open ſhame £ Can we with- 
out horrour tread under foot the ſon of God, and connt H.10.25,29. 
the blood of the covenant an unholy thing ( as the ſame di- Tune nt” 
vine Apoſtle faith, all wiltul tranſgreſlors do) vilifying wr. 
that moſt ſacred and pretious bloud, fo freely ſhed for 
the demonſtration of Gods mercy, and ratification of his 
gracious intentions toward us 3, as a thing of no ſpcci- ,.u3, jyani- 
al worth or conſideration ; deſpiſing all his ſo kind and ww@- 
painful endeavours for our ſalvation, defeating his moſt 
charitable purpoſes, and earneſt defires for our welfare 
rendring all his ſo bitter and loathſome fſuticrings in 
regard to us utterly vain and fruitleſs 3 yea indeed very 
hurtful and pernicious ; for if the croſs doe not fave 
us from our ſins, it will much aggravate their guilt, and 
augment their puniſhment; bringing a ſeverer condcm- 
nation, and a fadder ruine on us. Again, 
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10. This conſideration affordeth very ſtrong engage-. 
ments to the practice of charity towards our neighhour : 
For what heart can be ſo hard, that the bloud of the 
croſs cannot mollifie into a charitable and compaſſionate 
ſenſe? can we forbear to love thoſe, toward whom our 
Saviour did bear ſo tender affection, for whom he was 
pleaſed to ſuſtain ſo woful tortures and indignities ? 
Shall we not in obedience to his moſt urgent commands, 
in conformity to his moſt notable example, in grate- 
ful return to him for his benefits, who thus did gladly 
ſuffer for us, diſcharge this moſt ſweet and eafte duty 
towards his beloved friends ? Shall we not be willing 
by parting with a little ſuperfluous ſtuff for the re- 
lief of our poor brother, to requite and gratifie him, 
who to ſuccour us in our diſtreſs moſt bountifully 
did part with his wealth, with his glory, with his plea- 
ſure, with his life it ſelf 2 Shall we not meekly comport- 
with an infirmity, not bear a petty neglect, not forgive 
a ſmall injury to our brother, whenas our Lord did for 
us, and from us bear a croſs, to procure remiſſion for 
our innumerable moſt heinous affronts and offences 
againſt Almighty God ? Can a heart void of mercy and 
pity with any reaſon or modeſty pretend to the mercies 
and compaſſions of the croſs 2 Can we hope, that God 
for Chriſts ſake will pardon us, if we for Chriſts ſake 
will not forgive our neighbour ? 

Can we hear our Lord ſaying to us, This 3s my com- 
mand that ye love one another, as I have loved you 5, and, 
Hereby ſhall all men know that ye are my diſciples, if ye love 
one another £ Can we hear S. Payl exhorting, Walk in 
love, as Chriſt alſo hath loved us, and hath given himfelf 
for us, an offering and a ſacrifice to God for a ſweet-ſmel- 
ling ſavour 5 and We that are ſtrong ought to bear the in- 


Rom1 5.1, firmities of the weak--- for even Chriſt pleaſed not himſelf, 


but as it is written, The reproaches of them that reproached 
thee, fell on me £ Can we attend to S. JFohx's arguing, Be- 
loved, 
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loved, if God ſo loved us, then ought we alſo to love one \ 766. 4, i. 


another 5 Hereby we perceive the love of God, becauſe he laid 
down his life for us  wherefore we ought to lay down our 
lives for the brethren ? 

Can we, I ſay, conſider ſuch precepts, and ſuch di(- 
courſes, without effccually being diſpoſed to comply 
with them for the ſake of our crucihed Saviour ; all 
whoſe life was nothing elſe but one continual recom- 
mendation and enforcement of this duty 3 but his death 
eſpecially was a pattern moſt obliging, molt incentive 
thereto2 This uſe of the potat is the more to be re- 
garded, bccauſe the Apoſtle doth apply it hereto, our 
text coming in upon that occalton; for having patheti- 
cally exhorted the P/ilippians to all kinds of charity and 
humble condeſcention, he ſubjoyneth, Let this mind be 
in you which was in Chriſt Jeſus, who being in the form of 
God, &c. 


It. But farthermore, What can be more operative 


than this point, toward breeding a diſregard of this 
world with all its deceitful vanities, and miſchievous 
delights z toward reconciling our minds to the worlt 
condition, into which it can bring us ; toward ſupport- 
ing our hearts under the heavieſt preſſures -of affliction 
which it can lay upon us? for can we reaſonably expect, 
can we eagerly affe&, can we ardently deſire great pro- 
ſperity, whenas the Son of God, our Lord and Maſter, 
did only taſte ſuch adverſity > How can we refuſe, in 
ſubmiſſion to Gods pleaſure, contentedly to bear a 
{light grievance, whenas our Saviour gladly did bear 
a crols , infinitely more diſtaſteful to carnal will and 
ſenſe, than any that can befall us2 Who now can ad- 
mire thoſe ſplendid trifles, which our Lord never did 
regard 1n his life, and which at his death only did ſerve 
to mock and abuſe him? Who can reliſh thoſe ſordid 
pleaſures, of which he living did not vouchſate to taſte, 


and. 
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and the contrarics whereof he dying choſe to feel in all 
extremity 2 Who can diſdain or deſpiſe a ſtate of ſor- 
row and diſgrace, which he by voluntary ſulception 
of it, hath ſo dignified and graced 2 by which we fo 
Rom.8.179. near reſemble and become conformable to him; by 
Phil.3.10 which we concur and partake with himz yea, by which 
py; iy of in ſome caſes we may promote, and after a fort com- 
Coloſ. 1.244 Plete his deſigns, filling up, as St. Paul ſpeaketh, that 
which is behind of the afflitions of Chriſt in our fleſh? 
Who now can hugely prefer being cſfteemed, appro- 
ved, favoured, commended by men before intamy, re- 
proach, deriſion, and perſecution from them, eſpecially 
when theſe do follow conſcientious adherence to righ- 
Cogitemus cr14- teguſneſs ? Who can be very ambitious of worldly ho- 
ene” our or repute, covetous of wealth, or greedy of 
eſſeputabimus. pleaſure, who doth obſerve the Son of God chuling ra- 
_— ther to hang upon a croſs, than to fit upon a throne 
4 is: dig inviting the clamours of ſcorn and ſpite rather than ac- 
clamations of bleſling and praife ; deveſting himſelf of 
all ſecular power, pomp, plenty, conveniencics and fo- 
laces; embracing the garb of a ilave, and the repute of 
a malefactour, before the dignity and reſpect of a Prince, 
which were his due, which he moſt cafily could have ob- 
tained ? 
Nis beatam Can we imagine it a very happy thing to be high 
oy wa eff -- and proſperous in this world, to twim in affluence and 
que contemnen- Pleaſure 2 Can we take it for a miſcry to be mean and 
daeſſe aocuit Jow, to conflict with ſome wants and ſtreights here 
+ off ſeeing the fountain of all happineſs did himſelf purpoſe- 
up. de Ap. g ountain 0 Pt mſelf pur 
Chr.cap.1t. ]y condeſcend to ſo forlorn a ſtate, and was pleaſed to 
become ſo deep a ſuftercr ? If with devout eycs of our 
mind we do bchold our Lord, hanging naked upon a 
gibbet, bcfmearcd al! over with ſtreams of his own 
bloud, groaning under ſmart anguiſh of pain , en- 
compalied with all forts of diſgraceful abnſes, yield- 
I.g2.6, ing (as it was forctold of him ) his back to the ſmi- 
Iers, 
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ters, and his cheeks to them who plucked off the hair, hiding 
210t his face from ſhame and ſpitting, will not the imag1- 
nation of ſuch a ſpectacle dim the luſtre of all earthly 
grandeurs and beauties, damp the ſenſe of all carnal de- 
| lights and fatisfactions, quaſh all that extravagant 
gee, which we can find in any wild frolicks, or rio- 
tous meiriments ? will it not ſtain all our pride, and 
check our wantonneſs ? will it not diſpoſe our minds 
to be ſober, placing our happineſs in things of another 
nature, ſeeking our content 1n matters of higher impor- 
tance 3 preferring obedience to the will of God before 
complyance with the fancies and deſires of men ? ac- 
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cording to that precept of S Peter, Foraſmuch then as 1 pr. 4, 1, 2, 


Chriſt hath ſuffered for us in the fleſh, arm your ſelves likg- Grac. 


wiſe with the ſame mind— jo as no longer to live the re- 
maining time in the fleſh, to the Iuſts of men, but to the will 
of God. 


T2. This indeed will inſtruct and incline us cheerful- 
ly to ſubmit unto Gods will, and gladly to accept fiom 
his hand whatever he diſpoſeth, however grievous and 
aftlictive to our natural will 5 this point ſaggeſting 
great commendation of afflictions, and ſtrong conſola- 
tion under them. For it ſuch hardſhip was to our Lord 


himſclfa ſchool of duty, he (as the Apoſtle faith }) learn- za do 3 
ing obedience from what he ſuffered ; 1f it was to him a #=*18.5.8. 


fit mean of perfection, as the Apoſtle doth again imply 


when he faith, that it became God to prrfed? the captain of Htb.2.10, 


our ſalvation by ſuffering 5 It 1t was an attractive of the 
divine favour even to him, as thoſe words import, 


Therefore the Father loveth me, becauſe I lay down my life 5, 34. 16.17. 


If it was to him a ſtep toward glory, according to that 


ſaying, Was not Chriſt to ſuffer,and ſo to enter into his glory? 1c.24.26. 


Yea, if it was a ground of conferring on him a ſublime 


pitch of dignity above all creatures, God for this obedi- Phil. 2-9. 


exce having exalted him, and given him a name above all 
names; 


A Sermon upon the Paſſion 


names 3 We ſeeing Jeſws for the ſuffering of death crowned 
with glory and honour 5, the heavenly ſociety 1n the Re- 
velations with one voice crying out, Worthy is the Lamb 
that was ſlain ( who redeemed 4 to God by bis bloud ) to 
receive power, and riches, and wiſdom, and ſtrength, and 
honour, and glory, and bleſſing 3 It affliction did miniſter . 
ſuch advantages to him3 and if by our conformity to 
(2on.5.3- co him in undergoing it, ( with like equanimity, humilt- 
124 Y4-5- ty, and paticnce) it may afford the like to us, what 
Pþ1.1.29.4. reaſon is there that we ſhould any wiſe be diſcompoſed 
541-7 _=_ at it, or diſconſolate under it ? much greater reaſon 
1 Pee. 1:7. 1244, ſurely there is, that with S. Paul, and all the Holy A- 
12-2.--1Cor.1. poſtles we ſhould rejoyce, boaſt, and exult in our 
4) tribulations 3 far more cauſe we have with them to 
| eſteem it a favour, a priviledge, an ornament, a fe- 
licity to us, than to be diſpleaſed and diſcontented 
therewith. 


Theſe 2. 3. ; "T0 
Kok 6.25 To do thus isa duty incumbent on us as Chriſti- 


A. 14-22. \ ans, for He, ſaith our Maſter, that doth not take up his 
2 Time 3-12, croſs and follow me, is not worthy of me; He that doth 
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Heb.2-9. 


Rtv.s.12,9. 


Lice 14, 27. : US 
9, ys not carry his croff and go after me, cannot be my diſci- 
92t.10,38- ple: *He that doth not willingly take the croſs when 
* Grep. Naz, It is preſented to him by Gods hand he that doth not 


Orat. 38. contentedly bear it, when it is by providence impo- 
(P.523) Kd on him, is no wiſe worthy of the honour to wait 
on Chriſt, he is not capable to be reckoned among 
the diſciples of our heavenly Maſter : He is not wor- 
thy of Chriſt, as not having the courage, the conſtan- 
cy, the ſincerity of a Chriſtian 3 or of one pretending 
to ſuch great benefits, ſuch high priviledges, ſuch ex- 
cellent rewards as Chriſt our Lord and Saviour doth 
propoſe 3 He cannot be Chriſts difciple, ſhewing ſuch 
an incapacity to learn thoſe needful leflons of hu- 
mility and patience dictated by him, declaring ſuch 
an indiſpoſition to tranſcribe thoſe Copies of ſub- 
nu{ſion to the divine will, {clf-denial, and Klf-refigna- 
tion, 
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tion, ſo fairly ſet him by the inſtruftion and example 


leaving us an example, that we ſhould fo rs ſteps. 


13. Thewillng ſuſception, and the cheerful ſuſtenance 
of the crofs'is indeed the expreſs condition, and the 
peculiar character of our Chriſtianity 3 in ſignification 
whereof, it hath been from moſt ancient times a con- 
ſtant uſage to mark thoſe who enter into it with the 
figure of it: The croſs, as the Inſtrument by which 
our peace with God was wrought, as the ſtage where- 
on our Lord did act the laſt part of his marvellous obe- 
dience, confummating our redemption ; as the field 


wherein the Captain of our Salvation did atchieve his 7remwer 53 


all the enemies thereof, was well aſſumed to be the *?? _— 


noble victories, and erect his glorious trophees over 


badge of our profeſſion, the enſign of our ſpiritual war- 
fare, the pledge of our conſtant adherence to our 
crucified Saviour ; 1n relation to whom our chief hope 
is grounded, our great joy and ſole glory doth con- 


AL 


of :Chriſt 3 for Chriſt ( faith S. _— ſuffered for us, xavyeeueds 
w 
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ſiſt, for God forbid, ſaith S. Paul, that T ſhould glory ſave Gal.6. 14; 


in the croſs of Chriſt. 


o 


14. Let it be to the Jews a ſcandal, or offenſive to 


4. 


their fancy, prepoſſeſled with expeftations of a Meſs 1 Cor. 1. 23; 


ſas flouriſhing in ſecular pomp and proſperity 3 let it 


be folly to the Greeks, or ſeem abſurd to men puff'd 
up and corrupted in mind. with fleſhly notions and 
maximes of worldly craft, diſpoſing them to value 
nothing which is not grateful to preſent ſenſe*or 
fancy ; that God ſhould put his own moſt beloved 
Son into ſo very ſad and deſpicable a condition ; that 
ſalvation from death and miſery ſhould be procured 


by ſo miſerable a death ; that eternal joy, glory, and (0vig.in cef.2; 


happineſs ſhould ifſue from-theſe fountains of ſorrow Þ: 79) 


aud ſhame 3 that a perſon in external ſemblance devo- 
ted 
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ted to ſo opprobrious uſage, ſhould be the Lord ang 


Redeemer of mankind, the King and Judge of all the 
world; Let, I fay, this doctrine be. ſcandalous and 


diſtaſtful to ſome perſons tainted with prejudice ; let | 
it be ſtrange and incredible to others blinded with . | 
ſelf-conceit 3 let all the inconſiderate, all the proud, alt . ' 


the profane part-of mankind openly with their mouth, 


or cloſely in heart, {light and reject it; yet to us it muſt ; 


\ 


appear grateful and joyous z to us It 1s m5%; Ay&, 
4 faithfil and moſt credible propoſetion, worthy of all ace 
ceptation, that Jeſus _ came into the world to ſave fin- 
zers, in this way of ſu 

diſcern by a clearer light, and are endowed with a 
purer ſenſe, kindled by the divine fpirit ; from whence 


we may with comfortable ſatisfaction of mind appre- . | 


hend and taſte, that God could not in a. higher mca- 
ſure, or fitter manner illuſtrate his glorious attributes 
of goodnels and 'Juſtzce 3 his infinite grace and mcr- 
ey, toward his poor creatures 3 his holy diſpleaſure 


againſt wickedne(s ; his impartial (ſeverity in puniſhing : 


wmiquity and 1mpiety, or in vindicating his. own ſacred 
honour and authority]; than by thus ordering his one- 
ly Son , cloathed with vur nature, to ſuffer for us ; 
that alſo true virtue ayjd goodneſs, could not otherwiſe 
be taught, be&exemplitied, be commended and impretled 
with vreater advanta 

Sind> therehy indeed a charity and humanity ſo un- 


WJ» parallel'd \ fa tranſcendinfy theirs, who have been 


celebgated for devoting their lives out of love to their 
country, or, kindneſs to theſr friends) a meeknels (1 
incomparable, a rcſolution ſo invincible, a patience ſo 
heroical, were mangfeſted for the inſtruction and di- 
recion of mn ; Since never wefe the vices and the 
vanities of ghe woftld ( ſo prejudicial to the welfare 
of mankind) ſo remarkably diſcountenanced 3 Since 


never any Fuffering could pretend to ſo worthy and be- . | 


nehicial 


ffering for themz To us, who . : 
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neficial effets, the expiation of the whole worlds fins, ,  "Y 
and reconciliation of mankind to God, the which no 2or.5. 19. . 


other performance, no other ſacrifice did ever aim to 
procure; finc2, in fine, no virtue had ever ſo glori- 
ous rewards, as ſovereign dignity to him that exer- 
ciſed it, and eternal happinels to thoſe who imitate it; 


Since, I ſay, there be ſuch excellent uſes and fruits of 
the Croſs born by our Saviour, we can have no reaſon. 
to be offended at it, or aſhamed of it ; but with all. 


reaſon heartily ſhould approve, and humbly adore the 
deep wiſdom of God, together with all other his glo- 
rious attributes diſplayed therein z to. whom therefore, 
as is molt due, let us devoutly render all glory and 
praiſe. And, 


Onto him that loved us, and waſhed. us from our - ſins Apo. 1. 5. 


in his bloud ; and hath made ws Kings and Prieſts unto 
God, and his Father, to him be glory and dominion for 


ever and ever. Bleſſing, and honour, and. glory, and power, Ayoc. 5.13... 


be unto him that ſutteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb 
for ever aud ever. Amen, 
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